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@VOTER EDUCATION PROJECT

April 15,2011

SC House of Representatives
Sub Committee On Reapportionment
Columbia, SC 29201

RE: Congressional District Reapportionment
To Committee Members:

Please be advised that the South Carolina Voter Education Project (VEP), urges you to
recommend to the full House of Representatives the creation of a second majority-minority
congressional district in South Carolina. The recent census indicates that African Americans
make up nearly 30% of the states population and fairness would dictate that it is fitting and
proper to create two such districts.

The African American community of interests are, with a few exceptions, we live in the same
neighborhoods, attend the same churches, belong to the same fraternities, sororities, lodges and
social organizations. Therefore, we should have the opportunity to choose a congress person
from our community to represent our interest in the United States Congress.

The SCVEP is an organization that was created in 1966 to help implement the 1965 Voting
Rights Act. Further, our mission is to help maintain a level playing field for African Americans

to participate in the political process.

Sincerely,

James L. Felder
President

CC: Members of the SC General Assembly

P.O. Box 7846 » Columbia, SC 29202 < (803) 799-7000 ¢ Fax (803) 252-4349
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Draw competitive district tines | The Post and Courier, Charleston SC - Wews, Sports, Entertainment. Pagelofl

Draw competitwe district lines

| Thursday, April 7, 2011

Buzz 1

: Proposafs for the compfeﬁon of {-5626 and expanded cruise ship operations arent ihe

: only topics. § enough to stivact large dsio public frums. The guestion
i of how Souﬁz Carolina's legislative districts, including a new congressional district {No.
: T}, should be drawn afso can puff in farge numbers of concerned citizens.

: And local residents get a chance to weigh in on that issue tonight in a 6:30 public

: hearing held by the S.C. Senate Redistricting Subcommittee at Trident Technical

I Cohege in North Chaneston. & sinitar 8.C. House panet wilt hold a heanng o s own
: at5 p.m. on April 14 in Dorchester County Council chambers in Bummerville.

: Certainly, intense interest in redistricting was on dispfay in Gresnwille fast week wihen,
: accotding to the Spartanhurg tHerald-Jourmal, rmare than 200 peaple showed up fara
¢ hearing by that Senate panel. Evidéntly, 1618 of folks in what is how the 4th

: Congressionat District, witich includes ali of Greemnville and Spartanburg counties, are
¢ worried ebout a potential lass of pofiticat clout.

i Each of our state's soon-io-be seven congressionat districts wilf contain approximately
;867,000 people, Dased on the 2040 Cansus numbers tha paived us that exire seat.
: Greenville County's 450,000 and Spartanburg County's 284,000 add up te 734,000.

The Rerad-Joumal repoted raar the headng: “One theme that emerged was spiitting
¢ Gresnvilte and Spartanburg, but keeping each county intact as an anchor in redrawn
: congressional districts.”

- That selfeening focus is understandable. Folks inthe Bwee current congressional
: districts that include the Lowcountry (the 1st, 2nd and 8th) have fair reason 1o be waty
. about the fooming changes, too.

; But somewhere along the drawing of new lines, another goal should be set Creating
¢ districts that have geographical coherence and commonality of interest. The result
showd enhance, ratner than stite, cross-parly potica competiion.

Over the last haif century or so, intensified gerrymandering has produced bizarrely
. shaped districis as the two major panties divvy up the redistricting spoifs, often making
: for general-election rusaratohes.

: Though South Carolina has four new U.S. House members this year, only ane of our
;. divinels chanped party hands i the 2019 slertion as Sih District Demecratic
; incumbent John Spratt lost to Republican Mick Mulvaney.

| Thatwas the first 8.C. congrassional seat party switch sirice 1884, when Republicarn
: Lindsey Graham waon the 3id District after Demacratic incurnbent Butier Dertick chase
i notto run again.

: Yirtually guaraniesing single-pasty control of 2 dishict fosces candidaies, Including
: incumbents, to make pleasing the parly base their dominant political priority.

'mat mdemmes thete mativation Y recagnize broader communly herests. R alse
; d officials’ centive to solve & went's pressing pmblems by
workmg across party lines.

i Sb by all means, speik up for yow o Wy's seddi 43 fing interests attonights
i hearing.

But 8o speaX up for e overnding chic Interests of your community, state and nation
¢ in-removing the single-party grip-on far too many districts.

%ﬁ&%& @@M/“

f
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Katharine Eastvold <keastvold@gmail.com>

Any thoughts? _

Wed, Apr 13, 2011 at
11:27 PM
To: Rob Groce <regroce@sc.rr.com>, rhayes73 <rhayes73@aol.com>,
Katharine Eastvold <keastvold@gmail.com>

Jonathan Eastvold <jeastvold@gmail.com>

Comment to the House Redistricting Hearing
Summerville, SC, April 14, 2011

by Jonathan C. Eastvold, Ph.D., Chair, DCDP Issues Committee

At some point, it is pointless for the minority party to show up at a
hearing like this. In states across the country, minority parties like ours
are petitioning the majority party to “please, don't hurt us”; majority
parties across the land reply “but we can”; and that's the ball game for
another decade.

In South Carolina, the Republicans hold all the cards, and it doesn't look
good for the Democrats. (In fairness, | have little doubt that there are
some in our party that would do the same to you if our roles were
reversed.)

| thought seriously about staying home rather than joining the charade.
But this is more about one party's electoral chances for the next

4/14/2011 4:37 PM
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Gmail - Any thoughts? https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=b755bad82d&view=pt&searc...

decade; we'll get our own safe seats, just not as many. What is
ultimately at stake is not who wins and loses in the next round of politics
but something much more fundamental: the ability of voters to change
their minds.

Why would you not make a district competitive—unless you didn't trust
the people to choose you again? Do you think it helps people to take
seriously their duties as citizens for their votes not to matter—for them
to get the message, explicitly or otherwise, that you think they're too
stupid to do anything but be manipulated by spin doctors? The safety
valve in our often contentious democracy—what keeps our deeply
polarized politics from bursting from the ballot box into the streets—is
the public's confidence that there will always be another election where
today's winners will be held accountable and today's losers can hope
again. Locking in the effects of last November's landslide for five more
election cycles makes narrow partisan sense but is deeply irresponsible
(not to mention cowardly).

Are today's incumbents so concerned that they won't do an acceptable
job that they need to protect themselves at the expense of voter
choice? If so, the people of South Carolina might have liked to know
that a few months ago.

Politically-driven redistricting is predicated on the notion that
demography is destiny: that where we are coming from will inevitably
determine where we are going, and that the common good is less than
the sum of its microtargeted parts. We Americans are better than this.
Our elections matter. Let us not trade away our civic birthright for the
watery soup of narrowly construed partisan advantage. Do the right
thing: draw competitive districts.

20f2 4/14/2011 4:37 PM
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Vot
Chairman Clemmons, distinguished legislators: 5 fWVV%

Thank you for allowing me to testify before the House /7( M
Subcommittee on redistricting.

As you know, Colleton County has been divided six ways with
three Senatorial districts and three House districts. The City of
Walterboro with a population of 5400 is also divided six ways with
each legislator taking a small fragment.

The result has been that we really have no legislator who shares in
a community of interest with the majority of citizens in our county
and no legislator who is answerable to our county.

Traditional redistricting principles say that districts should be
compact and contiguous, that they should follow natural, man
made, or political geographic boundaries; that cores of districts be
maintained to allow for a continuation of similar representation; or
communities of interest be kept together in the same district.

The city of Walterboro and Colleton County meet all of the above
principles and yet we are divided up six ways. The City of
Walterboro is certainly compact,contiguous, follows natural and
man made geographic political boundaries and could serve as the
core of a district if it were not so divided. The mayor and council
run at large with each representing the entire city. We utilize the
same parks, belong to the same civic clubs, attend the same
churches, and support the same local charities and events. As a
city, we are a true community of interest.

Colleton County also meets the above criteria for redistricting and
we believe is almost perfect in population and demographics to
have a representative in the state house. Our county follows many
natural boundaries as well as political geographic boundaries.
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As a county, we are also a true community of interest. We have
one public school system and one high school.

From across our county, children come together to be educated,
participate in sports and the fine arts, and to socialize.

We as a county have one superintendent of Education. We elect a
sheriff and a clerk of court who represent the entire county as well
as an at large county council member. We utilize the same health
care system, hospital, and doctors. We participate in the same
recreation leagues and arts council activities. We share in the
support of one institution of higher learning, USC Salkehatchie,
and we cherish the beauty and bounty of the ACE basin which is a
result of our stewardship and lies mostly within our borders.

We support each other in good times and also in times of turmoil
and tragedy.

It would seem that one would have to work very hard to find
reasons to justify dividing us up, when placing Colleton County in
a single house district would be so easy to support.

It would make sense to draw as many districts as possible within
the borders of each county and not start in a large county and take
chunks away from the smaller surrounding counties to flesh out a
district. People living in the same county are generally closer to
being communities of interest and meeting the criteria for
redistricting.

In the new census, Beaufort County is entitled to 4.35 districts and
Jasper County is entitled to .66 districts. Together they work out to
an almost perfect 5 districts that meet the criteria for redistricting
with one shared district.
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Charleston County is entitled to 9.4 districts while Dorchester
County has enough population for 3.66 districts. Again they
combine for an almost perfect 13 districts that meet the criteria for
redistricting. With one shared district.

Colleton County is entitled to 1.04 districts and meets the criteria
for redistricting.

Under our current plan, the population centers in Hampton County
and a large part of rural Colleton County were used to form one of
our districts.

There is no reason why the new district couldn’t be drawn to
include the population centers within Colleton-&eunty.as well as
the rural areas of our County to give us a representative.

Using a 2 % deviation from the magic number of 37, 301 gives
you a usable number of 38,047 people for a district. Colleton
County has 38,892 people. Only 845 citizens or .02 of a district
more than the allowed number. We hope that you will find a way
to place all of Colleton County in a single district but if you must
place part of Colleton County in another district, it should be the
smallest amount legally required or the approximately 845 people
that we are over the limit and the area with that population should
be contiguous with the other district. It is imperative that the other
38,047 residents of our county be placed in a single house district.

We would not want for example to be divided into 2 districts one
with 25000 and one with 13,892.
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For twenty years now we have been gerrymandered almost out of
existence. Because of this, we are requesting that you draw our
district first or at least very early in your deliberations so that you
can guarantee the people of Colleton County that they will no
longer be disenfranchised. The past injustices that have been levied
on our citizens justify this request for preferential treatment.

Our situation is equally as dire on the Senate side. We have two
senators who represent five counties and one who represents four.

At your Beaufort hearing, it was very heartwarming to hear people

from Beaufort and other counties join us and testify that the people
of Colleton County had made a compelling case for having a single
district and that the past wrongs should be righted.

I know that this is a difficult task for you. But I also know that if
you have the will to correct the past lack of falrnessffe—the-etﬁzens

of Colleton-County that it can be done.

When I look at your committee, I have great hope for a better
outcome this time because I know that you are people of integrity
and that you will do what is right.

Please help us fight this good fight for the people of Colleton
County so that our citizens can finally, after all these years, have a
real voice in Columbia.

Thank You
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Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the House Sub-Committee

I believe and hope we have made a compelling case that Colleton County
fits the legal description of an area that is entitled to a House District and the
opportunity for us to at last have a resident representative. This new district
will be compact and contiguous, boundaries follow political boundaries, and
communities of interest will be kept together. There are 38,860 people in
Colleton and the ideal number is 37,301 or only 1559, a variance of about
4%, well within the 10% required by law.

If this district is created you will have contributed to the righting a 20 year
old injustice.

With respect to Congressional District 1, I would suggest the natural
boundary would include Jasper, Beaufort, Colleton, Charleston, and Berkley
counties.

This would encompass 664,123 people, almost identical to the “ideal” of
660,766, a variance of only 10 %. It would represent a district 24% African
American as opposed to the present district that is 20%.

These counties have the following attributes in common:

e All are coastal counties experiencing growth.

e They are connected by I-95 and the Atlantic coastline and are
contiguous.

o They share a reliance on tourism to feed their economies. Major
destinations include Hilton Head, Beaufort, Edisto, and the many
attractions of Charleston.

e There will be two of the three deep water ports in this district.

e Interstate commerce is facilitated by I-95, I-26, the Savannah-Hilton
Head International, Charleston International, and the Lowcountry
Regional Airports.

e With the development of the Boeing presence in Charleston, the
attractiveness of the area for support industry is evident.

e Most television and major regional newspaper coverage is shared
from Charleston.
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¢ Primary service areas for the secondary and tertiary servciiﬁamsref Frovdd b
the Medical Centers cover the area, i.e., MUSC, Roper- St Francis,
and the HCA system.

e This is a natural and historically known region known as the
“Lowcountry” for over two hundred years, as opposed to the “Pee
Dee” or the “Piedmont” or the “Midlands”. It has been defined as the
“coastline from Savannah to just north of Charleston.

¢ Contains about one third of the Gullah Heritage Corridor that extends
from Wilmington, NC to Jacksonville, FL.

e The ACE Basin, one of the largest undeveloped estuaries in the
America is located primarily in Beaufort and Colleton County.

It would adhere to the political boundaries, another of the criteria.
This leaves the Myrtle Beach area available for the new district.

It seems as if previous plans start in the Upcountry where lines are
nice and straight and logical and fall into Gerrymandering as it moves
southward. Let’s start in the Lowcountry for a change.

e This is the third hearing I have attended and the common cry has been
to draw districts in a common sense and logical manor. I believe this
proposal meets those criteria.

e The area is home to the Charleston Air Force Base, Paris Island,
Marine Air Station, and Charleston Navel Weapons Station

That is a lot of commonality of interest, boundaries that are contiguous and
following natural and political geographic boundaries.

I am hopeful this proposal will give you a starting point to begin your
deliberations with respect to Congressional Redistricting.

Thank you.

‘o . Plowden, 1D
Moultrie D . can College

. 1low Amert R
Life Fe Healthcare Executives

Hampton Av enue
71 Wade Bt 04887299

ina
South Caro}m i 538,395
843.909.0073
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MR, CHHMIRMAN Avo  DiSTINCUISHER RePRezsn TATIVES,

M OMME 1S MICKBEL VLE . T L& AT 4R V]L\AGE

ROAD 1N CHARLESTON COoBNTY.
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GOR WAY TO YroLd THS  PNVEETING.

PSS REP, FORNG AN ATTEST 10 AND \AWM SYURE YOU ARG

ALL DWARG oF THE ECoNaMES OF  THE LOWCOUNTRY —

ESPedib\Y For THWOSE oF FOLLY BEPLY,

DOPNES ASLALD , KIpwAR 1SLMOD A0 SEABROGK (S\AND —

THRIVe 00 Tre TOORIM AND RECREMTIOW (NOVSTRIES,

T STATE THIS  TACT AN pofeS THAT “THIC \NEORMATION

WILL T BE FoRGOTTEN RS ¥Cu Hrin. TARE on THE

TOUGH  TASK OF _STATE House  REDISTRICTING,

KNowing  THAT  THRE TARGET 3126’ OF Poude DISTRICTS AS

Rl . HoRNG ehiied (T 12 Rovetity  2%,000 AND  Knowiive

THAT TE CURREVT Pouseé NS SEAT a45124 1S YUNDER POPLUNTED

FOR T ThARGeT S(%eji BEVEVE TRAT T wowLd

MARE GRENT SEvSe TC APD MOMGIPMITIES THRT SHARE
CALhL &Canomies. B :

HPVIING S TWAT, T ACK THAT YOU AW PLehst

CONSIDGER  ADDINGE KIAWAH WSLAND Hud SEABROCK 1S LATID

TO_THE CURREVT  BOVSE (15 SEAT,
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